COMMUNIQUE
PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE

DATA PROTECTION OFFICE
 
This is to inform that all data controllers operating in Mauritius, for instance, companies, sociétés, partnerships, governmental institutions, sole traders, professionals in their relevant fields, are required to register with the Data Protection Office under section 33(2) of the  Data Protection Act.

2.
A data controller is an individual or an organisation (public or private) who decides as to the purposes for which personal data are to be collected and used.  Personal data is any information which relates to a living individual, for example, the data of employees, clients, suppliers, etc.
3.
Registration Forms are available on the office’s website (http://dataprotection.gov.mu)
4.
A specimen form explaining how to fill in the form is also available on the homepage of the website.  Employees’ personal data and non-employees’ personal data are treated as separate applications and should not be mixed in one application.  Separate applications are accompanied by separate fees, for instance, two (2) applications for a company with more than 25 employees will represent a payment of Rs 4,000 in all i.e. Rs 2000 for each application.  Paragraph 4 of the application form concerning sensitive data is not to be filled for employees only as indicated in that paragraph.

5.
The public is advised to contact this office when encountering difficulties in filling the registration forms, for further assistance.
6.
All cheques are to be addressed to “Government of Mauritius”, if payment is made by cheque.

7.
All applications are to be typed.  Handwritten applications will not be accepted.

8.
Failure to submit applications for registration by the 30th of April 2010 will give rise to Prosecution under section 39 of the Data Protection Act.  The deadline has been extended to give all data controllers the opportunity to register with this office.

9.
It is to be noted that for data controllers which are dormant companies, registration is required where they are still keeping personal data for purposes known to them.
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